Data Profiling Checklist
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Use this before analysis to understand the structure, quality, coverage, and unusual features of a dataset.
	Item
	Complete this field

	Structure
	Rows, columns, grain, keys, file type, and encoding.



	Completeness
	Null rates and unexpectedly missing groups or periods.



	Uniqueness
	Duplicate keys or repeated records.



	Validity
	Types, formats, allowed values, and ranges.



	Consistency
	Conflicting categories, units, spelling, dates, or definitions.



	Distribution
	Minimum, maximum, median, spread, outliers, and category frequency.



	Relationships
	Join success, orphan records, and one-to-many behavior.



	Freshness and coverage
	Latest date, gaps, and population represented.




Before you finish
☐ Profile before cleaning   ☐ Save baseline counts   ☐ Investigate exceptions before deleting them
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